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THE TWIN-BROTHERS OF 
MEZZORANIA. 





A MEZZORANIAN TALE. 


MIDST the extenfive wilds of Africa 

lies a territory, the irhabitants wheff@of 

are as numerous, and even as civilized asthe 
Chinefe. They are allcalled the Mezzoranians. 
‘I'wo twin-brothers of this country, which is 
Rill fo little known to our geographers, were 
both enamoured ofa young lady, who equally 
favoured them both. ‘The two lovers and the 
fair-one chanced to meet together at the feftival 
inftituted in honour of the fun. This feltival 
was folemnized twice in the year ; becaufe, as 


_the kingdom lay between the two tropics, yet 


fomewhat mare on this tide the line, it had two 
fprings and two fummers. At the commence- 
ment of every {pring feafon, this adoration was 
paid to the great lumigary throughout all the 
nomesor diitricts of the land. It was celebra- 
ted in the open air, to denote that the fun was 
the immediate caufe of all the produétions of 
nature. They made an offering to it of five 
{mall pyramids of frankincenfe in golden difhes. 
Five youths and an egual number of virgins are 
named by the agit to place them on the 
altar, where they remain till the fire his con- 
fumed them. Each of thefe young perfons is 
dreffed in the CBlour of their nome, and wears 
a diadem 6n the head. ’ 

One of the two brothers, with the damfel of 
whom we are {peaking compé6fed the firlt couple 
who were to place the incenfe on the altar. 
This done, they ialuted one another.. It was 
cultomary for them now to change their places ; 
the youth going over to the fide of the virgin, 
and fhe coming to his. When the five pair 
have done ia this manner, then follow all the 
ftanders-by in the fame order, by which means 
they have an opportunity of feeing each other 
completely. 

tishere that commonly fuch as have not hi- 
therto made their choice, determine upon one ; 
and asit depends folely upon the determination of 
the dainiel, the young man takes all imaginary 
pains to win the love of her whom he has feleét- 
edfrom the relt. Fom@avoiding every ipecies of 


mifunderftanding and jcaloufy, the oS a and without ever acc 


when the young man pleafes her, takes 

him a flower not yet fuily blowa, which he of- 
fersto her acceptance, and ilicks it in her Bes 
om. But, has fhe already entered into fo 
tngagement, the gives him to underftand as 
much, by thewing him a flower; and, if this be 
only a bud, then it isa fign that he will make 
be the firft propofal; ifge®e half blown, it 
implies that her lovehas a made fome pro- 
grels ; but if it be fully blows} the virgin there- 
by bevokens that her choice is 7 and thai 











EE AIT: 


fhe cannot now retract it. So long, however, 
as fhe does mt publickly wear this token, it is 
always free for her to do as the pleafes. 

If the be free, and the man that offers her the 
flower is not agreeable to her, fhe makes him a 
profound reverence, and fhuts her eyes till he is 
retired. Indeed, at times, it happens here, as 
well asin other places, though but rarely, that 
fhe difguifes herfelf to her lover. If a man be 
already contracted, he likewife bears a token. — 
Such idens ashave yet met with no lover, 
have it eir choice either to remain virgins, 
or to infcribe themfelves among the widows, 
which, if they do, they can only be married toa 
widower. But let us return to our twin-bro- 
thers. 

The brother, who ftood at the altar with the 
young damfel, felt as violent a paffion for her, 
as fhe did for him. They were fo very intent 
uponthe ceremony, that they forgot to give each 
other the accuftomed figns. On her leaving 
the altar, the other brother faw her, became en- 
amoured of her, and found opportunity, when 
the ceremony was over, for prefenting her with 
a flower. 


juft before been with her at the altar. But, as 
the took herfelf away in fome hafte with her 
companions, fhe imperceptibly dropped the to- 
ken fhe received. The elder brother accofted 
her once more, and offered heraflower. “ Ah,” 
f:id fhe to herfelf, in an amiable confufion, “ it 
is the very fame,!” and took it likewife. The 
young man, who heard this, imagined for cer- 
tain that it meant him : but as the law allowed 
them to remain no longer together, they depart- 
ed their feveral ways. 

He that had firlt prefented the flower found 
an Opportunity, fome days afterwards, of feeing 
his charmer, by night at a lattice. 
of converfation, though fhicly prohibited by 
the laws, was yet connived at.— lhe damfel ap- 
peared fo hind that he ventured to offer her the. 
token of a half blown flower. This the accept- 


her lover, without, however, giving him her 

inting kim with 
d. 

rother met 








the reafon of her iilence gp t 
Woe long afterwards ie 
hgt at the very fame Window; the night 
was fo dark, that he could a guith the 
cond flower which the wore in her bofoms— 
he extreme fatista¢tion fhe diicovered at his 
coming feemed to him fomewhat extraordinary ; 
but he aferibed it to a fympathy which between 
lovers banifhes all reftraint, He 
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She accepted it at his hands, as being | 
fully perfuaded that it was the perfon who had | 


This fort 
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night fhould pafs but he would come to affure 
her of the ardor of his inclination. She admi- 
red the vehemence of his paffion. The lover 
received fuch clear indications of her favourable 
difpofition towards him, that he thought he 
might eafily wave the ceremony of a fecond to- 
ken, and accordingly gave her the third, a near 

ly full-blown flower. She accepted it of him, 
telling him, however, that fhe would not imme- 
diately wear it; that he muft firft go through 
certain forms, and that fhe muft ftill fee fome 
more proofs of the fidelity of the attachment. At 
the fame time, to affure him of the fincerity of 
her love, fhe gave him her hand through the 
lattice, which he kiffed in the greateft tran{ports. 
Upon this fhe made him the prefent of a fillet, 
on which were wrought two hearts in her own 
hair, over which was a wreath of pomegrenates, 
feemingly almoft ripe; a joyful token, which 
gave him to underftand that the time of gath- 
ering was at hand. 

Thus all three were happy in their error.— 
On all public occafions the two brothers ap- 
peared with the figns of their inclinations, and 
felicitated each othes on thei¥ fuccefs: but as 
myfterioufnefs was not deftitute of charms for 
them they cautioufly avoided every opportunity 
of explaining themielves to each other. The 
return of the grand feftival was now at no great 
diftance, when the youngeft brother thought it 
the proper occafion for venturing to give his 
beloved the third token of his aifeftion. He 
told her that he hoped fhe would now willingly 
wear the full-blown flower, as the teftimony of 
her confent; at thg fame time /prefenting her 
with an artificial garnation, imter{perfed with 
little flames and hearts. Ske ftuck the carna- 
tion in her bofom, unable to conceal her joy as 
fhe received it; at which her iover was fo tranf- 
ported, that he determined to demand her of 
her parents. 
® His elder brother, who had given her the full 
blown flower at the fame time, thcught that 
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nothing more was wanting to his happineis than 


ed, and, in return, prefented him with a feari, ; the Apggobation and conient of her relations. — 
embroidered with hearts interwoven with thorns ; | Chance 
giving him to underftand thereby, that there} day to th® parents, of their beloved. But how 
were {till fome obftacles, to be furmounted: fhe) great was their aftonifhment on their meeting 
allowed him at the fame time to declare himfelf | each other ; as foon as the father appeared, 


beret them both on the very fame 


each addreffed him for his daughter. He affur- 
ed them that he had but ene child, cf whoie 
virtue he was fully convinced, that fhe never, 
in oppofition to the laws of the land, could fa- 
vor two lovers at once. He however conclud- 


ied, from the perfect likenefs that fubfiited be- 


twgen the two brothers, that fome miflake muft 
have happened, and fent for his daughter to 
clear up the matter. She immediaicly appear- 
ed decorated with the four flower® the had re- 


 bé@Ran to ex- | ceived, in the complete conviction, that the twe 
cufe himfelf for not havifig feen her fo lofi arth; full-blown had been prefented her by one and 
allured her, uaat if he could ave his » pt no fihe dame hand. 






word. The pophar thtcrrogated oung la- 
not have fhewn moreé lovely than Berilla—for | dy, whether at the fame time the gave her con- 
thus was the damfel called. Her form no- | fent the did not believe fhe was giving it to him 
ble and majeitic ; and her complexion fi Sffed | who had led her to the altar? She affirmed that 
the blooming rofe. No fooner did fhe perceive | the did ; but likewife declared, that her greateit 
the great refemblance between her lovers, and | inclination had fallen on him from whom the. 
the tokens they wore of her inclination, than fhe | received the firft fiower. Doth the brothers, 
exclaimed : “ I am deceived! Thou knoweft | were now fet before her, and the quefliongwas | 
my innocence, O Almighty Sun ;” the was un- | put to her, which of the two fhe would choofe, | 
able to utter more, but fell motionlefs on the | if the election were now freely left to herfelf ? 
earth. Her beautiful cheeks were covered with | She blufhed ; and after a few moments of confi- 
the veil of death. The father, frantic with | deration,"replied : ** The youngett feems to | 
agony, held ker in his arms and prefled her to ‘have the greateft inclination for me,” at the | 
hisheart. ‘ My dear, my only deughter, live, | fame time darting him a look, that betrayed the 
or I mut die with thee! I know that thou art | fecret withes of her foul. 
innocent.”—Her mother and her fervahtts were | All men now waited with imp@ience for the | 
brought to her relief, and with much difficulty | decree of the prince and eagerly ftrove to read | 
reftored her to hertelf. in his eyes the judgment he was going to pro- | 
She lifted her eyes, raifed a deep fich, clofed , nounce : but particularly the two lovers, who | 


Venus herfclf, attended by the graces could 





satiate _ ee 
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them again, andfaid: Unhappy Berilla, thou | feemed expecting the fentence of life and death. | 
art now difhonoured ! Thou wert the comfort | At length the prince addrefled himiif to Be-| 
“of thy parents, who loved thee in their hearts, i rilla, with a ftern and gloomy countenance : | 
and, as the reward of their tendernefs, thou art ‘Thy misfortune, or rather thy imprudence, 
become the caule of their diftrefs !” On utter- | prevents thee forever from poflefling cither of 
ing thefe words, fhe burft into a flood of tears. the brothers. ‘Thou haft given each ofgbem an | 
Her father himielf, oppreffed with forrow, trove inconteltible right to thy perfon. ope a- 
to calm her tortured mind by every endearing Jone remains for thee ;-and that is if one of 
expreflion and by giving her repeated affuran- ‘ them wiil forego his pretenfions. And now my 
ces that he was convinced of her innocence. | fons,” continued he, “ what have you to fay? 
“ O my father, faid the, * Am I ftill worthy of , Which of you is difpofed to facrifice his own fa- | 
thee ?’—“ That thou art,” he replied, “ thy for- tisfaction to the happinefs of his brother ?” 
row indicates, which at once is thy juftification, | They both made anfwer they would rather lofe 
and the triumph of thy fenfibility. Compofe ‘their lives. "The prince turned again to the 
thy fpirits” added he, with fighs,— I know damfel, who feemed on the point of finking to 
thy innocence.” The two brothers iftood the earth, and faid, “ Thy cafe excites my com- 
fpeechlefs at this mournful fcene; they alter- paffion ; but, as neither of the two will yield, 
nately caft on each other looks of diftruft, of 1 am obliged to condemn thee to a fingle ftate, 
anger, and then of compaffion. till one of thy lovers thall change his opinion 
n the mean time the amiable maiden com. or die.” | 
pletely revived ; at leaft fo far as to be able to! The lot was cruel ; for in Mezzorania the 
reply to fome queftions that was made her. ftate of celebicy was a heavy difgrace. The 
She declared that the firft who led her to the ‘whole aflembly was about to feparate, when the 
altar was the perfon that made an impreflion on younger brother threw himfelf on his knees be- 
her heart ; that the prefently after, as fhe belie. fore the judge: “ Ll implore your patience for ! 
ved, accepted from him the firft token of his in. a moment,” faid he, “ I will rather facrifice my 
clinatinn, and at length confented to become right, than fee Berilla fo fevercly doomed. Take 
his ; tuat thereupon the wore the full-blown her, Oh my brother: and may ye live long 
flower : but fhe was totally ignorant which of and happily together! And thou, the delight of 
the two brothers it was by whom it was given my life, forgive the trouble my innocent love has 
her. She concluded by faying, that the was caufed thee. ‘This is the fole reque(ft 1 have to 
ready to abide by the judgment of the elders, make thee.” The aflembly rofe up, and the 
and to fubmit to any punifhment they fhould magnanimous lover was about to depart, when 
think fit to inflict. the prince commanded him to flay.“ Son, re- 
As the marriage engagement is among the main where thou art,” faid he, “ thy magnani- 
weighticlt concerns of the empire, and as therg, mity deferves to be rewarded. The damfel 
was no law already provided in regard to fo oe is thine : for, by this facrifice, thou haf mevit- 
culiar a cafe, it was neceflarily left to the decifi*, ed her love. Give her thy hand, and live hap- 
on of the pophar or prince of the country. The _ pily with her.” 
caufe was propounded in the prefen im,| ‘They were marvied fhortly after, snd the 
and the elders. The likenefs of — br3- prince acquired great renown by his decree. 
thers was in reality - great, that they were 2 ’ 
{fcarcely to be diftinguifhed afunder. The prince} “™ ~ ; ss 
afked, which of ed it was that led her to On the Beauty of Ep iflolary, Writing. 
the altar? The eldeft replied that it was he. ITS finft'and fud@agental reqnilite is, to be 
Berilla confefled, he pleafed her at fir; butthe natural and fi ie a {tiff and faboreds 
impreflion he made on her was but flight. Up- ' manner’ is etter, as it is in €Onver 
on this it was afked, who gave the firft flower ? ‘fatidn. T! benith fprightling’ are 
and it proved to be the youngeft. Berilla fafd wit. The bateful in letters, jul as, 1% 
fhe loft that ; but, fhortly after her lover return-are in _¢ awhon ; wh@- they flow eafily, 
ed it to her, though at this moment he appets-] 
ed lefs amiable to her than before ; however, 
fhe conftangy thought it had been the fame. 
The point which moit perplexed the jadge was, 
that the maiden had received the full-blown 
flower, from both the lovers They looked fledaj 
faftly on each other, without daring toucter 
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as to feafon, not to cloy.* Ore who, either in| 
converfation or in letters, affes to thine and to 

fparkle always, will pleafe long. 
“Th ~ofde _ gue net be tco highly | 
to he neat and correa, but | 
about words betrays iti. 
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dy ; and hence mmfical periods, and appear. 
ances of number and harmony in arrangement, 
fhould be carefully avoided in letters. The beft 
etters are commonly fuch as the authors have 
written with meft facility. What the Heart or 
the imagination cidiates, always flows readily; 
but where there is no inbject to warm or inter. 
éft, there confiraint appears: and henee, thofe 
letters of mere compliment, congtatulation, or 
affefed condeclance, which lave coef the arn. 
thors moft labor in compofing:, and Which, for 
that reafon, they perhaps contideras their maf 
ter-pieces, never fail cf being the mott dijagree- 


able and infipid to the reader 
It ought, at the fame ~ be confidered, 


that the eafe and fimpiitity vhich Ihave re. 
commended in epiftolary ecrrefpendence, are 
not to be underfteod as impo;ting entire care 
lefinefs. In writing to the moft intimate friends, 
ttention, both to the fub. 


‘jet and the ityle, isfeguifite and beceming.— 


It@s no more than what we owe both to our- 


| felves, and to the friend with whem we corref 


pond. A flovenly and negligent manner of 
writing is a drcbliging mark of want of refped, 
The liberty, befides, of writing letters with too 
caieleis a band, is apt to betray perfons into im. 
prudence in what they write. The firft requi- 
iite, both in conver/ation and correfpondence, 
is to attend to all the proper decorations which 
our own character, and that of others, demand. 


i ° . ° ee 
| An imprudent exprefficn in converfation may 


be fergotten and pais away, bat when we take 
the pen into our hand, we muft refnember. that 
“ Litera fcipta manet.” 





Profitable methed of Ktacing recommended. 

BCOKS of importance of any kind, and ef 
Pecially compleat treatifes on any fubject, fhould 
be firft read in a more general and curfory man- 
ner, to learn a litue what ‘the treatife promites, 
ard what yo. may expgét from the writer's 
manner and {kill. AndjMigr this end I would 
advite always that the ace be read, anda 
furvey taken of the table®@pcontents, if there be 
one, before this firit furvey ofthe book. By 
this means you wili not only be bett®? fitted to 
give the book the #irit reading, but you will be 
much aflifted in your fecowl perufal of it, which 
fhould be done with greater. attention and de- 
liberation; and you will learn with more ea 


and readineis what the author pretends to teach. 
| In your reading, mark whatis now or unknown 


to you before, and review thofe chapters, pages, 
or paragraphs. Unlefs a reader has an uncom. 
mon and moft retentive memory, I may ven- 
ture to afiirm, that there is fearce any bock er 
chapter worth reading once, that is not worthy 
afecond pernfal. At lea take a careful re. 
view of all the lines cr paragraphs which you 
matked, and make a recolledicn of the fections 
which you thoughttruly waluable. 
There is anojher reafon g}'o why I would 
chug to take a fnfiergci: t curfory furvey of 
ok, before I fit do read it, and dwell 
jt with fudious attsffion; and that 4% 
that ns mey be feveral difficulties in it which 









sae ealily underfland and e@fiquer, at the 


reading, for want of a fuller ceifipreher- 
And there. 
fore in Such weatifcs we {ould not Ray till we 
mafter every difficulty at thé firft perufal ; fer 
perhaps many of would arpear to be {clr 
ed when we hav ceeded farther in ‘thet 
book, cr would aint of themflves upon a fe 


icf ef the auther’s whole fcheme 
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cond er < 
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may be noted down as a matter of after confid- 
gration and enquiry, if the pages that follow 
gonot happen to ttrike a compieat light upon 
thofe which went before. 
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SUICIDE. 

A rerson lately at Norwich, in Connecticut, 
(fays a Norwich paper) arofe at midnight, and 
attempted to cut his o vm throat with a kni eo 
But not affecting his defign from fome caufe 
with the initrument, left the honfe, -with the 
knife on the table f™Meaming with his blood 
having firft Rabbed hf¥nfelf with the fame in the 
body, from hence he‘haftened to the well and 
anged himielf head long—The partner of his 
ped toon miffed her conort, arofe and difcover- 
ed the fanguifiuous weapon, on which alarmed, 
ine awaked the family, who after,a fhort fearch 
found him in the pit which his own hands had 
digged, from which he a wretched fpettacle was 
ina few minutes drawn out dead. Who can 
defcribe the horrors of the mind of a Man wo 
sled to the perpetration of fo horrid a deed! 








In Genoa an holy int ofrure has been deteed, } 
The body of St. Fauitina, who, after having | 
lain in the tomb upwards of a century fill mo- 
ved her limbs with miraculous tupplenefs, has | 
heen expofed to the public view; and behold | 


ri = ry 
ax, and were admirably executed. ‘The po- 
lice, has taken'the 22] under protection, and 
’ - 2:3. 
the molt incredulous have convinced themieives 





clergy. 
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e > wae. 4 we 4 ; 
A gentleman from the weltward, we are in|. 


formed patied through this town tite day before | 
yefterday, who had with him the tooth of an 
animal, fuppofed to be the Mammoth : it was a) 
grinder ; meafuged 15 inches in the furface and 
weighed eight pounds. We had this informa- 
tion from a man of refpectability who faw the} 
tooth. The traveller informs, that he found | 
the tooth at the head of the Matkingum, togeth-| 
er with tre greater part of the ikelecon, and th rt! 
the ribs meafured 12 feet in length. 
From a London Paper. 
Fecuxmity.—A few days ago, Mary, the! 
wife of Waltee Middlemas, iarmer, at Ribton, | 
| 


. af : P three 
near Workineton, was fafely delivered of three 





well; ata former birth, the had twins, a fon 
And on Tuefday, the Lady 


boys, who, with the mother are likely to do| 
} 


and a danchier. 


r c c nie RE ' 
of fohn Primrofe, Efq. of Barton, near Malton, } 


was fafely delivered of two fons and one daugh- 
ter, all of whom are likely to live. 

The Conneticut Courant ef the 24 inft. no- 
tices the following es of fecundity in the 
family of Captain David Sage, who died at 
‘Berlin in the g6th year of his age. 
widow anda very numerous offspring, many of 





He left a| 





whom followed his corps to his grave. He had 

Children 9 
Grand Children 89 
Great Grand Children 159 
Great great Grand Child I 
Whole numter 240 
Living 

Dead . 


19! 
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o—MARRIAGES—— 


Married, Ar Philadelphia, on Wednefday 
the 12th inftant, by the Rev. Andrew Hunter, 
the Honorable Exrisua Boupinor, Efg. one of 
the Juftices of the Supreme Court of New-Jer- 
fey, to the amiable and accomplifhed Mifs 
Racner’ Beaprorp, of Philadelphia, filler to 
William Bradford, Efq. deceafed, late Attor- 
ney General for the United States. 

“* May heaven propitious every ill reprefs, 

“* Each year encreafe their mutual happinefs ; 

“ May pureft joys on all their lives attend, 

“ And all their virtues to their race defcend.” 


' 


On Monday, the 30th of July, at Farnham in 
Surry, after a courtfhip of forty years, Mr. 
Hucxw Werca, to Mifs Ann Hitt. The ages 
ofthis couple together with the Bride-man and 
Bride-maid, were as follow—Bride-groom, 8 z— 
Bride, 86—Bride-maid, Mifs Betty Grinaway, 
of Farnham, 95—Bride-man,Mr. Colver,of Dit- 
to, $2—Total, 345. 





——THE M@RALIST— 


Covtp we draw back thé ‘covering of the 
tomb—could we fee, what thofe are now who 
once were mortal—Oh ! how would it furprize 
and grieve us, to behold the prodigious trans- 
formation that has taken place on every individ- 
ual; grieve us to obferve the difhonor done to 
our nature in general, within thefe fubterrane- 
ous lodgments! Here, the fweet and winning 
afpect, that wore perpetually an attraétive fmile, 


grins horribly a naked, ghaftly fkull—The eye, 
| that outfhone the,.diamond’s luftre, and glanc- | 
| ing her lovely lightning into the moft guarded 


heart-—alas, where is it ? Where fhall we find 


thegrolling prem How are all thofe radiant | 
y—totally eclipfed! The tongue, | 


glosfes totally 
that once cominanded all the charms of harmo- 
ny, and all the powers of eloquence, in this 
flrange land, * has forgot its cunning.”” Where 
are now thofe ftrai 
our ears? Where ts that flow of perfuafion, 
which carried captive our judgments ? The 
great matter of language and of iong, is become 
lilent, as the night that jurrounds him. 
Whatis the world to them, 

Its pomps, its pleafures, aad its nonfenfe all ? 
Who in their beds of duit, in filence laid, 
Are fwiftly mould’ring into native clay : 
"Lis nought to them who bear the name of kings, 
Or idly thare the mifer’s golden ftores ; 
Eienor and wealth no longer’s their purfuit, 
While 

vain; 
Tor death has firuck his fure unerring blow, 
‘Lheir race is run, and time’s to them no more. 





THE OFFSPRING OF 
Fron Ferder’s Scattered Leaves. 


Wuew the Almighty was about to create 
Man, he fummoned before him the angels of 
his attributes, the watchers of his dominions. 
They ftcod in council around his hidden 
throne. ' 

“ Create him not,” faid the angel of Juice ; 
“he will not be equitable to his brethren, he 
will opprefs the weaker.” 

“ Create him not,” faid the angel of Peace ; 


MERCY. 


the Grft-born of his race will be the flayer of his 
brother.” 


he will defile thy fanétuary with falihood, al- 


of melody, which ravifhed | 





} 


| 


oleafure court, and beauty charms ia 





‘ Seby Virginia, Mr. C! 


*« Create him not,” faid the angel of Truth ; 


though thou fhouldit ftamp on his countenance 
thine image, the feal of confidenee.” 

So ipake the angels of the Attributes of Je- 
hovah; when Mercy, the youngeit and deareit 
child of the Eiernal, arofe, and, clafping _his 
knees, “* Create him, father,” faid fhe, “ in the 
likenefs, the darling of thy loving kindnefs.— 
When all thy metiengers foriake him, I will 
feek and fupport him, and turn his faults to 
good. Becaufe he is weak, I[ will incline his 
bowels to compaflion amd his ioul to atonement. 
When he departs from peace, from truth, from 
jultice, the confequences of his wanderings fha}l 
deter him from repeating them, and thall gent- 
ly lead him to amendment.” 

The Father of All gave ear, and created Man, 
a weak and*faultering being, but in his faults 
the pupil of Mercy, the fon of ever-active and 
ameliorating Love. 

Remember thine origin,O Man! when thou 
art hard and unkind towards thy brother.— 
Mercy alone willed thee to be: Love and Pity 
fuckled thee at their bofoms. 





The Treatment of Debtors in Ceylon. 


Tue mode of treating debtors in this ifland 
is particularly fingular and fevere. The firit 
itep taken is to ftmp the debtor of his clothes, 
and a guard is fet to watch him. If after a 
little time he does not pay, a large ftone is put 
upon his back, and he muit carry it about until 
his.creditor is fatistied. Sometimes they put 
feveral very heavy ftones upon his back, and he 
is obliged to carry them about, until the debt is 
extinct. . 

Another feverity often practifed by the credi- 
tor, is putting thorns between the naked legs of 
the debtor, and obliging him to walk about 
with him. Frequently 4 creditoy will go to 
the perion indebted to him, and fay he will poi- 
fon himfelf, unlefs he pays him direfly. In- 
{tances have occurred of fuch threats being put 
into execution, and the debtor, who is contider- 
ed as the caufe of his creditor’s death, alfo for- 
feits his life. 





A PUN % 


Ir is faid that one charatterifttc of a pun 
is, that it cannot be tranjlated --The following 
is aninitance of a pun, which if wot tranflated, 


| is nO pun. 


| Harry Erfkine, the Sulwyn of Edinburgh, 


puzzled the little wits of his acquaintance, by 
| infcribing ona tea cheff the words 
TU Dicks! 

It was fome time before they found out that 
| the wit of this lies in the literal cranflation— 
| THOUPTEACHEST? 

Another, fomething different, is to be feen 

on an old /an-dial, ina village in Kent. 

| The inicription is, “we swat !”—On en- 
| quiring of a ruftic wit in the neighbourhood, 
he informed us that the fentence is to be com- 





puted thus :— ‘WE SHALL DI-aLL ! 
Ww 
& 
oe 
. OBITUARY — 


tarry, Printer. 








} Died, Os Thurfday morning laft, at Phila” 
“ he will manure the earth with human blood ; | delphia, Mr. Atexanper Stewart M‘Far- 


tles Lambert, aged 19 
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Tax pleafing art of poetry's defigt'd 
To raife the thought, and mor alize the mind 3 
The chafte delights of virtue to infpire, 
And warm the bofom with feraptic fire 3 
Sublime the paffions, lend devotion wings, 
And celebrate the rinst Great cause of things. 

— —oee 


AN EXTRACT. 


% > bb 


t 
T 
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& HEN Love Divine, with brooding wings 
unfurl’d, . 
Called from the rude aby& the living world. 
—Let there be iight ! proclaimed the Almighty 
Lorp, 
Aftonithed Chaos heard the potent word ;— 
’ Through all his realms the kindling ether runs, 
And the mafs flarts into a milliomiuns ; 
Earths’ round each fun with quick explofions 
burft, 
And fecond planets iffue from the firft ; 
Bend, as they journey with projectile force, 
In bright elipfes their reluGant courfe ; 
Orbs whee! in orbs, round centres centres roll, 
And form, felt-balanced, one revolving whole. 
—QOnaward they move amid their bright abode, 
Space without bound, the bofor: of their Gop |” 


[To what more noble purpcfe cam poetry be applied 
than to celebrating the works of Dusty, enkindling 
exalted emotions, and imbuing the mind with vir- 
tuous fentiments ?) 





THE DEBTOR. 
CHILDREN of affluence ! hears poor man’s 


pray’r, 
O haite, and free me from the dungeon’s 
gloom ; 
Let not the hand of comfortlefs defpair 
Sink my grey hairs with forrow to the tomb! 


4 Unus’d compafiion’s tribute to demand, 
Ge clam’rous din wake Charity’s dull ear, 
ting the flow aid from Pity’s loitering hand, 
Weavethe feign’dtale,and drop the ready tear. 


Far different thoughts employ’d my early hours: 
To views of blis, to fcenes of*atlluence born, 
The hand of Pleafure ftrew’d my path with 
fiow’rs, 
And ev’ry blefling hail’d my youthful morn. 
But ah ! how quick the change! The morning 
gleam, 
That cheer’d my fancy with her magic ray, 
Fied like the garnith’d pageant of a dream, 
And forrow clos’d the ev’ning of my day. 


Such is the lot of human blifs below ; 


Fond hope a while the trembling flowret |, 


rears, 
*Til, unforefeen, defcends the blight of woe, 
And withers, in an hour, the pride of years 4 
In evil hour, to fpecious wiles a prey, 
I trufted—(who from faults is always free?)— 
And the thort progrefs of one fatal day, 
Was all the {pace “twixt wealth and poverty > 
Where could I feek for comfort or for aid ? 


To whom the ruins of my ’ftate commend ? 
Left to myfelf, abandon’d and betray’d, 


| LO! whata dreary, darkfome morning, 


return, 
Forgot hiS oaths of conftancy and truth, 
And left my ¢éhild in folitude to mourn, 


Pity in vain ftretch’d forth her feeble hand, 


Scowl’d o’er the ruins of neglected love. 


She huth’d her forrows with <1 gm 3 
And faintly ftrove, with fickly fimiles, to hide 
The canker-worm that prey’d updm her heart. 


Nor blam’d his cruelty, nor with’d to hate 


ave; 
Then, Sonnlite , yielded to her fate, 

And funk, in filent anguith, to the grave. 
Children of affluence ! hear a poor man’s pray’r, 
O hafte, and free me from the dungeon’s 

loom ; 
Let not the hand of comfortlefs defpair, 
Sink my grey hairs with forrow to the tomb! 





DECEMBER. 


Uthers in the rifing day ; 
Phebus, from the weit returning, 
Dimly gleams a trembling ray. 


Now no more the lark high-foaring, 
Chaunts her fweetly thrilling ftrain ; 
Far away fhe haftes, exploring 

Some more hofpitable plain, 

Flocks of fparrows, pertly hopping, 
Here and there colleé& a grain ; 
While the fweet domeftic robin, 

For the city quits the plain. 


Birds of ev’ry fong and pinion, 
Own ftern winter’s rigid reign ; 
And for fummers foft dominion 
Silent igh but figh in vain. 


Some in penfive notes repining, 
On the fnow emboffed fpray, 
For their abfent partners pining, 
Sigh their little lives away. 


Now no more is heard refounding, 
Up yon cliff, the bufy mill ; 
Winter’s frigid arms furrounding, 
Lock the fweetly-tinkling rill. 


Lo ! how all our fcenes of pleafure, 

Cloth’d in fpotlefs liveries lie, ’ 
Where nymphs and fwains, in frolic meafure, 
Tript and fung fo merrily. 


Ah ! how oft, at eve, refounding 

Mufic ftole from yonder hill, 

Which (fickly fogs and mifts refounding) 
Now breeds dumps and vapours chill. 


But hark ! in yonder vale, gay moving, 
Breathes the fair refounding horn ; 
Whilft the jovial fportimen roving, 
Hail, with fhouts, the rifing morn. 





THE DISAPPOINTMENT. 
A MAN there was who Fortune’s bleflings 
quaff'd, ° 
And fure had known no reafon to complain, 
Had not dame Nature as he view’d the draught 
Made his poor rieT# too fenfible of paix. 


Sometimes it would the form of grandeur take, 


And oft it would afflume a mzaner make, 
Whole vows had met the tend’reft, watm 


o guard the facred wreaths by Hymen wove; 
While pale-ey’d Av’rice, from his fordid ftand, 


Tho’ deeply hurt, yet, fway’d by decent pride, 
art ; 


Whom once fhe lov’d—but pity’d and for- 


And like a bruifer clofe up both his eyes. 
In thort, in every fhape that rootu-acu oy 

He lucklefs felt and knew it itil] the fame, 
And midift an ufelefs burft of {peaking groans 

Had try’d all recipes that Art could name 


With muttard blifter’d them, the pain to ched 
And when provok’d by tco fevere a twinger, 

Had ate red hot qwifd turnips by the peck. 
Galen had cali’d and Efculapius too, 

To try their mental and their manual force; 
But nought avail’d which they could fay or do, 


—_—™ 


worie. 
To time and patience th@f was left the cure, _ 






One day this man entirely free from pain, 
Rambling n horfeback o’era neighb’rin 

Fancy’d he heard in accents wild and thrill, 
The vojée of Anguith flit acrofs the plain. 


He 
hatte 

He fpurr’d his courfer to a gallop’s fpeed; 

And as o’er fence and wall the found he chas’d, 

Seon gain’d the houfe from which it did 
proceed, 


There as he ftop’d, a woman he efpy’d, 

Whole wailings added to the gen’ral clatter; 

So fpringing from his horfe, he breathlefs cry’d, 

“La! help us—fay, good woman, what's 
the matter ?”” 


“« My fon,” the fereech’d, “ by a moft cruel fall, 


“ Has broke his legs—no comfort can the 
youth take-———” 


“TI really thought the fellow had the 


TOOTH-ACH.” 


~“<—-— 


THE FLOWER. 

THIS faded flower, Lorenzo, view, 
The plant I rear’d with early care, 

When firft it drank the balmy dew, 
And open’d to the vernal air. , 


Well pleas’d, its infant charms I view’d, 
Its op’ning leaves by zephyrs fann’d ; 
With joy I mark’d the fwelling bud, 
Andfaw the lovely fiow’r expand. 
With glowing tints and rich perfume, 
In all its ripen’d beauties dreft, 
I fondly hop’d to fe it bloom, 
In fweeter pride on Emma’s breaft. 


But ere I feiz’d the charming prize, 
My hopes of happinefs had flown: 
Unkindnefs beam’d from Emma’s eyes, 
And coldnefs mark’d the crvel frown. 
Neglected, now, to ftorms refign’d, 
No more it bloom’d in fragrant pride ; 
Frail image of my hopes! It pin’d, 
Droop’d its once lovely head—and dy’d. 








ON THE FEMALE SEX. 
QUESTION. 

Since Women’s bodies were deriv’d at fir 
From Man, why are they now the faire? duh? 
ANSWER. 

The caufe of this it’s eafy to explore, 
They only are the GOLD, and we the Ore. 
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By JOHN H. WILLIAMS, 








Too late I found the wretched have no friend! 


Swelling his checks to a majeltic fize ; 


For tut PROPRIETORS. 
x, 


Had ftrew’d his chops in vinegar and ginger, fy 


They broke the teeth, and left the fufferer 


Whofe motifns, tho’ bit flow are always fare, 


ught he gueis’d the caufe—with eager 


“ Pooh,” faid the man, remounting, is that all? 
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